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2012 Youth Ambassador Program Application

Partners of the Americas, through a program funded by the United States Department of State, is looking for U.S. youth to promote mutual understanding between the people of the Caribbean region and the United States, develop a sense of civic responsibility and commitment to community development among youth, build leadership capacity, and foster relationships among youth from different ethnic, religious and national groups.  

Selected youth will travel to Washington, DC and Belize for four weeks from July 10th – August 7th, 2012. While in the selected country, youth will learn about local educational systems, participate in community service activities, attend workshops and plan a project to be implemented upon your return to the U.S.  As a Youth Ambassador, you will have the opportunity to:

· Gain greater understanding and appreciation of the similarities and differences between the U.S. and Belize, as well as the Caribbean in general.

· Gain a greater understanding and appreciation of the country’s history, values, and beliefs.

· Explore both local and national issues and become involved with or contribute to those causes.

· Develop the skills needed to be a leader in your community.
· Connect to a network of volunteers working throughout the hemisphere.
Applicants must meet the following requirements in order to participate:
1. Be between 15-18 years old at date of travel (July 10th – August 7th)

2. Currently enrolled in a public high school.  We strongly encourage Juniors and below to apply.

3. Good academic standing
4. Display leadership qualities

5. Volunteer experience

6. U.S. Citizen or Resident Alien (one parent is a green card holder)

* Strong consideration will be given to youth that have participated in past YA/YL programs through the Partners chapter.

Applications of eligible candidates will be reviewed and finalists will be contacted by Partners staff for a phone interview. In addition to the above criteria, candidates will be judged on their dedication to service and community, ability to adapt to new situations and environments, and maturity and responsibility.  Applications must be submitted by February 21st, 2012. Finalists will be notified by April 4th,, 2012!
Youth Ambassadors will be accompanied by adult mentors.  Partners of the Americas will pay all expenses related to travel and participation in the program including fees for passports, domestic and international travel, food and expenses, health insurance, lodging and transportation. 
To submit an application, please fill out the following application and submit TWO copies – one hard copy and one electronic – along with the required documentation listed below.  Please note: required documentation only needs to be submitted with the hard copy.
· Two copies of your completed application form (one electronic, one hard copy);
· Form of identification that verifies U.S. citizenship; 
· A copy of your school registration and school record for 2011-2012; 
· A letter of recommendation from one of your teachers or the school principal (It is recommended that you also include a letter of recommendation from the Partners Chapter in your state).
· A letter of permission from your parents or legal guardian.
Please send applications to: Partners of the Americas, Attn: Lauren Berntsen, 1424 K Street NW, Suite 700, Washington, D.C. 20005 and youth@partners.net.

Due to the large volume of applications we receive, we will not be able to confirm receipt of applications.  Applications must be postmarked no later than February 21st! 
Personal Information:

Complete Name (as appears on legal documentation):
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Date of birth (month/day/year): 
__________________________________________________
Complete home address (also include zip code, city and state):

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Home phone: (       ) 
Cell phone: (       ) ___________________________________
E-mail:____________________________________________________________________________________
Previous travels abroad:

· To Belize:  No (  )   Yes (  )  Where/When? _____________________
· To other countries: No (  )  Yes (  )  Where/When?________________________________________________
Family Information:

Parents:   
Married (  )
   Separated (  )

Deceased: Mother (  )   Father (  )

Family size:

Number of Brothers:_______





Number of Sisters:________

Number of family members living with you in the same house: ________

Who do you live with: Parents (  )    Mother (  )    Father (  )    Other (specify): __________________________

Father’s name: _________________________________  Father’s Occupation: _________________________
Highest Level of Education Completed: _________________________________________________________
Father’s home phone: (  ) ______________________ Office phone: (  ) ________________________________
Cell phone: (  ) 

Mother’s name: _________________________________Mother’s Occupation: _________________________ Highest Level of Education Completed: _________________________________________________________

Mother’s home phone: (  ) 
Office phone: (  ) ____________________________________
Cell phone: (  ) 

Education:

Name and complete address of the school where you study: 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Current grade/year in school (attach a copy of your school record for 2011-2012):

__________________________________________________________________________________________
Do you receive free or reduced lunch? ___________
Volunteer interests and involvement:

Describe any projects/volunteer work you are engaged in. Please include the amount of time you have been involved in each activity. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Briefly state why the above mentioned volunteer projects interest you.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Leadership Experience:

Please briefly describe any leadership you have experienced in sports, school, activities, church, etc.  Please specify your title and how long you held the role.
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
What were your responsibilities in these roles? 

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
How did your experience(s) as a leader affect you?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Program Involvement and Small Projects

In addition to the exchange component of the program, you will be given the opportunity to work with your peers to implement a community service project in the U.S. after your exchange that builds on what you have learned and your role as a volunteer. 
In addition to civic education, leadership development and community service, the program seeks to build knowledge in other areas. Please check beside all the themes that are of personal and academic interest to you. 

______ agro-business
______ youth entrepreneurship
What kinds of projects do you feel would most benefit your community and how you would like to contribute to those projects?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
What do you hope to learn as a Youth Ambassador in order to help you implement a community project?

__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Signatures: 
As a Youth Ambassador, you will be expected to fully participate in program activities, including orientation meetings, follow-on activities and project implementation. By signing below, you verify that the information provided is true and accurate and you confirm that you will commit to actively working with the Youth Ambassadors following your exchange. 

Signature: 
Date:
___________
Parental Authorization:  I support and authorize my son or daughter’s participation in the Youth Ambassador program through Partners of the Americas.  

Signature: 
           Date:
___________

Printed Name:____________________________________________________________________________
YOUTH AMBASSADORS 2012
Biographical Information Sheet
	Full Name
	

	Age

	

	Gender
	

	Birthday
	

	Hometown (current)
	

	Home address
	

	Phone Number
	Include country code

	E-mail
	

	Hometown High School
	

	Goals and Dreams
	

	Volunteer activities – hobbies/interests
	

	Tell us about your ideas/interests for a service project in your community.
	

	Why do you want to be a YA?
	


*Thank you for telling us more about yourself! For selected youth, information from this form will be sent to your host family in Belize, to the United States Department of State and other organizations.*









Attach a recent color photo here!
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