Partners’ Youth Engage at the Fifth Summit of the Americas

[image: image1.jpg]


Partners of the Americas' Youth Delegation took the Fifth Summit of the Americas by storm in Trinidad and Tobago from April 15-19, 2009, directly engaging foreign ministers and heads of state from the region's nations.  Youth Ambassador Marianne Bernatzky (Uruguay) was elected to be one of four youth to present the Summit Youth Forum Declaration to 34 foreign ministers, ambassadors and representatives, including US Secretary of Labor, Hilda Solis.  

 

All seven (7) youth from Latin America met their presidents, including Presidents Lula da Silva, Chavez, Uribe, Bachelet, Kirschner and Tabare Vasquez.  Partners' youth representatives and mentors from Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colombia, the United States, Uruguay and Venezuela were also interviewed by dozens of media outlets, including Folha de Sao Paulo, RCN, Radio Caracol, Trinidad and Tobago Channel 6, and many more.  Partners' delegation also met briefly with US Assistant Secretary of State Thomas Shannon, Senator Max Baucus (D-MT), and Representative Sam Farr (D-CA).

 [image: image2.jpg]



Partners' Youth Ambassadors and Youth Leaders led world-wide webchats, answering live questions from youth across the globe, many of which addressed the Youth Forum as well as questions about how Partners engages youth volunteers in the Western Hemisphere.  Full transcripts of both webchats can be found by visiting the Global Youth Webchat at http://statedept.connectsolutions.com/wha (choose "Enter as a Guest" and type in your preferred screen name), as well as by downloading the second transcript of the State Alumni webchat about the youth experience of attending the 5th Youth Forum of the Americas and how alumni can give back to their local communities.

 

Leading up to the Summit, Partners of the Americas organized nine outstanding youth to participate in the fifth Summit of the Americas in Trinidad and Tobago between April 17th and 19th, 2009.  For the first time in Summit history, youth were given a platform on which they could come together and contribute to the process through a separate youth forum.  During the forum, youth discussed various ideas and decided upon recommendations to give to the delegates at the main Summit.  Participation of this youth delegation was made possible with support from Partners of the Americas, the U.S. Department of State and its embassies, the Trinidad and Tobago chapter and the Rochester, NY chapter of Partners of the Americas.  
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The Summit of the Americas brings together the Heads of State and Governments from the Western Hemisphere to discuss common concerns, seek solutions and develop a shared vision for the future development of the region, be it economic, social or political in nature.  This year the focus of the Fifth Summit was on human prosperity, energy security, climate change and sustainable development.      

 

Partners is particularly grateful to collaboration from the US Department of State, the US Embassy in Brazil, President Lula's official photographer, the White House press team, and other members of the US, Colombian and Brazian delegations for making special arrangements to meet with Presidents Uribe and Lula.

For more information, visit www.partners.net or contact Melissa Golladay at mgolladay@partners.net, 202-637-6224.
